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TIME LINE 

 

o 1978  

 



▪ Advertisement by Department of Communication calling for 

expressions of interest for community broadcast licences 

 

o 1978 

 

▪ Dom Iacono attends “SCOPE” seeking assistance to create interest and 

form a group interested in establishing a radio station to serve the 

southern suburbs 

 

o 14.07.82 

 

▪ Letter in Moorabbin Standard by Dom Iacono seeking interest to form 

a local radio station 

 

o 1978 to 1982 

 

▪ Series of public meetings to discuss the formation of a local radio 

station. 

 

o 00.12.82 

 

▪ Southern Community Broadcasters established. 

 

o 02.03.83 

 

▪ Public meeting. (Scope) Uniting Church Hall Centre Rd Bentleigh 

 

o 01.02.84 

 

▪ SCB had submitted planning proposal to establish a community 

Broadcasting station to the Department of Communications 

 

o 10.03.84 

 

▪ First test transmission 

▪ Caulfield Municipal Council Offices 

 

o 14.03.84 

 

▪ Public meeting Hampton Community Centre 14 Willis Street 

Hampton. 

 

o 18.08.84 

 

▪ Second test transmission 

▪ East Bentleigh Community Hall 



▪ Centre Road East Bentleigh 

 

o 1985  

 

▪ Move to new studios at 1st Floor 445A South Rd Moorabbin 

 

o 27.04.85 

 

▪ Third test transmission 

▪ 1st floor 445A South Rd Moorabbin 

 

o 01.09.85 

 

▪ Fourth test transmission 

 

o 24.11.85 

 

▪ Fifth test transmission 

 

o 07.01.86  

 

▪ Certificate of Incorporation in Associations Incorporation Act 

 

o 05.05.86 

 

▪ Sixth test transmission 

 

o 18.08.86 

 

▪ Seventh test transmission 

 

o 01.12.96 

 

▪ Eighth test transmission 

 

o 01.05.87 

 

▪ Ninth test transmission 

 

o 19.10.87 

 

▪ Tenth test broadcast 

 

o 30.01.88 

 

▪ Eleventh test transmission 



 

o 06.03.88 

 

▪ Official SCB team photography at Cheltenham Park 

 

o 23.05.88 

 

▪ Twelfth test transmission 

 

o 11.11.88 

 

▪ Thirteenth test transmission  

 

o 24.03.89 

 

▪ Fourteenth test transmission 

 

o 21.07.89 

 

▪ Planned test transmission (deferred) 

 

o 1989 

 

▪ Notice for applications for Broadcasting licence published 

 

o 01.11.89 

 

▪ Submit SCN licence submission 

 

o 26.03.90 

 

▪ Australian Broadcasting Tribunal hearing to hear the application by 

Southern Community Broadcasters for a broadcast licence 

▪ World Congress Centre 

▪ SCB granted a broadcasting licence 

 

o 1990 

 

▪ Department of Communications allocates 88.3 MHz (from 89.5 MHz). 

 

o 05.11.90 

 

▪ Temporary broadcast extended to full time. 

 

o 19.11.90 

 



▪ Commence full time broadcasting 

 

o 30.04.91 

 

▪ Official Launch of Southern FM 

 

o 18.05.91 

 

▪ Tin shake on corner Nepean Highway & South Road  

▪ Raised almost $1k 

 

o 15.09.91 

 

▪ First live coverage of Southern Football (Grand Final) 

 

 

THE DA SHORT HISTORY 

 

DA’S POTTED (SEMI RELIABLE) HISTORY OF SOUTHERN FM  

 

Southern Community Broadcasters Inc operates as a community radio station in 

Melbourne Victoria. 

It broadcasts as “Southern FM” on frequency 88.3fm from 2 Parliament Street Brighton. 

It is licenced by the Australian Communications and Media Authority to broadcast within 

guidelines prescribed by the Community Broadcasting Association of Australia. 

Its purpose is to provide access, and be relevant to individuals and community 

organisations within the southern region of Melbourne. 

Southern FM presents a wide range programs including general entertainment, magazine, 

specialist interest music and spoken word based programs. It includes a number of non-

English speaking programs. It is a non political organisation which seeks to be inclusive 

and to cater for all ages, genders and interests. 

The station was established as a result of the Department of Communications calling for 

expressions of interest for community radio licences in or about 1978. 

Dom Iacono a former Board member of the Australian Broadcasting Commission was the 

driving force in the formation of the station. After enlisting like minded friends he, with 

the assistance of SCOPE an organisation created to assist and facilitate projects relevant 

to local regions, arranged a series of public meetings.  

This led to the creation of the group in 1982. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Communications_and_Media_Authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_Broadcasting_Association_of_Australia


The initial group included Jack Burgessan (former ABC engineer), Peter Wiesner, Wally 

Merek, Geoff Merrill and David Boag. They, together with Dom Iacono are credited with 

creating the station and to whom a debt of gratitude is owed. 

All had technical skills. Dom Iacono, Geoff Merrill and David Boag were all to serve as  

presidents of the station. David Boag also assumed much of the secretarial functions 

including recording memberships, records and programs. Wally Marek was long time 

program committee member and chair. 

The broadcasting and related equipment was originally donated or alternatively purchased 

or acquired from a variety of sources but often from the ABC. 

The first test broadcast occurred on 10 March 1984 for two days from Caulfield Town 

Hall on frequency 89.5FM. There was reference to it “not being a spectacular affair” but 

important to demonstrate the  ability to broadcast and level of interest. It set the scene for 

greater things to come.   

The second test a transmission occurred on 18 August 1984 from the store room of the 

East Bentleigh Community Hall in Centre Road East Bentleigh.  

By this time Daryl Pitman later to become a life member of the station, had joined the 

group and become the sports Co Ordinator. Over the years community sport has been a 

major focus of the station, together with specialist music, magazine and non English 

speaking shows. 

Prior to the third test broadcast on 14 April 1985, Southern FM acquired its first 

permanent studio location. It leased premises at first floor 445A South Rd Moorabbin 

above the Salvation Army store on the corner of Railway Avenue. 

Save for a fire in the Salvation Army store, that threatened the station on one occasion 

this remained the stations home until a move across the road to the Moorabbin Town 

Hall. 

Peter Freeland and Anton Vanderlely were two members who joined the station for the 

third test transmission and were instrumental in the early days of the station. 

Whilst Peter Freeland had an initial involvement in the station though his role with 

SCOPE, he officially joined the station at the request of Wally Merek to organise youth 

programming. Peter Freeland was also active on the technical side and assumed the role 

of station manager for a number of years. He was a committee member of the peak body 

for public broadcasting being PBAA. 

Anton Vanderlely was a skilled and enthusiastic on-air presenter who was also a member 

of various committees with a particular interest in programming. He did much work in 

cataloguing music, recording promotions and training new members. Anton Vanderlely 

has gone to work in the radio industry. 

Southern Community Broadcasters became an incorporated body on 7 January 1986. This 

was to formalise the ownership, governance and liability of the group. It was also a pre-

requisite to secure grants and to make application for a broadcasting licence. 



From the first broadcast until being granted a licence to operate on a full time basis there 

were some fourteen test transmissions ranging in length from a few days to three weeks. 

It is fair to say there was a degree of frustration as to the time to secure a full licence. 

Eventually applications for a broadcasting licence were formally requested in 1989. 

After lodgement of the application for a licence, a hearing of the Australian Broadcasting 

Tribunal was held at the World Trade Centre on 26 March 1989. Southern FM was 

represented by Geoff Merrill (President), David Andrew, David Boag, Bronwyn Brice, 

Peter Freeland, Daryl Pitman, Annie Sefky & Anton Vanderlely.  

Subject to some modest alterations to the constitution, the application was successful. It 

took a further eight months for a warrant to issue which is the formal permission to 

broadcast. This occurred in November 1990. Since that time Southern FM has broadcast 

on a full time basis on frequency 88.3FM. 

As at November 1990, the Committee of Management comprised: 

- Geoffrey Merrill (President) 

- David Boag 

- John Bourke 

- Bronwyn Brice 

- Peter Freeland 

- Jenny Jones 

- Anton Vanderlely 

 

 

The Program Committee personnel were: 

- Daryl Pitman (Chair) 

- David Andrew 

- Bill Bennett 

- Bronwyn Brice 

- Andrew Dibble 

- Peter Freeland 

- Bob Hawker 

- Paul Mckenna 

- Bruce Patience 

- Anton Vanderlely 



 

A formal opening of the station occurred in 1991 at a function at the Moorabbin Hotel 

which was then on the corner of South Road and Nepean Highway. The guests of honour 

being journalist Lawrence Money & Greg Evans of radio and TV fame. 

An initial challenge was to attract sufficient presenters with a range of interests and 

backgrounds to broadcast on a full time basis. A far cry from the current situation. 

In the formative years of the station, there was lively debate as to its direction in terms of 

the style of music and magazine programs. Some founding members gravitated to Golden 

Days Community radio station and others to more youth orientated and progressive music 

stations. 

Over the years, the studios have variously been located at South Road Moorabbin, the 

Moorabbin Town Hall, 22 Balcombe Road Beaumaris and now is currently at 2 

Parliament Street Brighton. 

Southern FM currently broadcasts on a twenty four hour basis. It continues to provide 

information and entertainment relevant to the southern suburbs of Melbourne. New 

members and presenters are always welcome. 

 

DA 

 

 

- NEWS ARTICLES  

 

 

o 14.07.82 Moorabbin Standard  



 

 

o 15.09.82 Standard  

 

 



 
  

   

o 19.01.83 Southern Cross  

 



 

 

o 26.01.83 Moorabbin Standard 

 

 



 

 

o 16.02.83 Southern Cross 

 



 

 

o 25.05.83 Moorabbin Standard 

 

 



 

 

o 09.03.83 Southern Cross 

 



 

 

o 13.07.83 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 27.07.83 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

 

o 01.02.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 01.02.84 Caulfield Contact 

 



 



 

 

o 29.02.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 

 



 

 

o 07.03.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 14.03.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 
 

 

o 14.03.84 Southern Cross 



 

 

o 04.04.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 30.05.84 Caulfield Contact 

 



 

 

o 11.07.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 

 



 

 

o 08.08.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 15.08.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 

 



 

 

o 15.08.84 Regional Progress 

 



 

 

o 29.08.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 29.08.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 12.09.84 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 03.04.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 03.04.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 03.04.85 Southern Cross 



 

 

o Easter 85 Newsletter Moorabbin Council 

 

 



 

 

o 24.04.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 24.04.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 

 



 

 

o 22.05.85 Moorabbin Standard 



 

 

o 13.07.85 Weekend Herald 

 



 

 

o 24.07.85 Caulfield Contract 

 



 

 

o 17.07.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 07.08.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 14.08.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 14.08.85 Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

 

o 28.08.85 (Moorabbin Standard ?) 

 

 



 
 

o (1985)  

 

 



 
 

o 18.10.89  Moorabbin Standard 

 



 

o 23.05.89 Southern Cross 

 



 

 

o 19.09.90  Moorabbin Standard 



 

 

 

o 20.03.91 The Bayside Times 

 



 

o 08.05.91 Moorabbin Standard 



 
The official opening 



 
 

 

COMMITTEES, ISSUES AND MEETINGS 

 



o 1982 – General Committee 

 

▪ Chairman  Dom Iacono 

▪ Committee  Jack Burgesson 

(Peter Wiesner - check) 

(Geoff Merrill - check) 

(David Boag - check) 

 

 

o 06.06.84 

 

▪ Program co-ord Wally Merek 

 

 

o 1985 – Board of Management 

 

▪ Chairman  Dom Iacono 

▪ Treasurer  David Ritchie 

▪ Technical  David Boag 

▪ Committee  Jack Burgesson 

▪    Bryan Kelleher 

▪    Wally Merek 

▪    Geoff Merrill 

 

 

o 07.01.1986 

 



 
 

o 1986 Committee of Management  

 

▪ President  Geoff Merrill 

▪ Secretary  David Boag 

▪ Treasurer  David Ritchie 

▪ General  Peter Freeland 

▪    Bryan Kelleher 

▪    Daryl Pitman 

▪    Wally Merek (Program Cttee) 

 

 

o 1986 Program Committee 

 

▪ Sport   Daryl Pitman 

▪ Spoken word   Wally Merek (Chair) 

▪ Youth/school  Peter Freeland 

▪ Library/promo  Anton Vanderlely 

▪ Music    David Boag 

 

 

o 1987 Committee of Management 

 

▪ President  Geoff Merrill 

▪ Vice President  Daryl Pitman 

▪ Secretary  Bronwyn Brice 



▪ Treasurer  Peter Freeland 

▪ General  David Boag 

▪    Max Skinner 

 

 

o 1987 Program Committee 

 

▪ Co-Ordinator  Michael Bishop 

▪ Sport   Daryl Pitman 

▪ Music & production Anton Vanderlely 

▪ Youth & studio Peter Freeland 

▪ Production  Jim Leftly 

▪ News & talk  Bill Bennett 

 

 

o 1988 Committee of Management 

 

▪ President   Geoff Merrill 

▪    Peter Freeland 

▪    John Bourke 

 

 

o 1989  Committee of Management 

 

▪ President  Geoff Merrill 

▪ Vice President  David Boag 

▪ Secretary  Bronwyn Brice 

▪ Treasurer  Anton Vanderlely 

▪ Station manager Peter Freeland 

▪ General  Jenny Jones (Taranto) 

▪    John Bourke 

 

 

o 1989 Program Committee 

 

▪ Chair   David Andrew 

▪ News & current aff Annie Sefky 

▪ Magazine   David Boag 

▪ Women’s issues Bronwyn Brice 

▪ Youth, education Andrew Park 

▪ Sport    Daryl Pitman 

▪ Specialist Music Scott Cameron 

▪ General  David Johnson 

▪    Sarah Wharmby 

▪    Bill Bennett 

▪    Mark Rabich 



 

 

o 1990 Program Committee 

 

▪ Chair    Daryl Pitman 

▪ Magazine   Bruce Patience 

▪ News, current Aff Anton Vanderlely 

▪ Women’s  Bronwyn Brice 

▪ Specialist music Bob Hawker 

▪ Youth & education Peter Freeland // Christina Ratcliffe 

▪ General  David Andrew 

▪    Paul McKenna 

▪    Louise McMahon 

▪    Andrew Dibble 

▪    Bill Bennett 

 

 

o 1991 Committee of Management 

 

▪ President  Geoff Merrill 

▪ Vice President  Daryl Pitman 

▪ Secretary  Anton Vanderlely 

▪ Treasurer  Louise McMahan 

▪ General   John Bourke 

▪ General  David Johnson 

▪ General   Chuck Faulkner 

 

o 1991 Program Committee 

 

▪ Chair    Daryl Pitman // David Andrew 

▪ Music   Bob Hawker  

▪ Women’s  Maria Halliday 

▪ Education  Betty Hugginson (& Secretary) 

▪ Arts & culture  Joy Newland 

▪ Youth   James East 

▪ Magazine   Peter Freeland 

▪ General  Bronwyn Brice 

▪ General   Rowan Alcock 

 

 

 

TEST TRANSMISSIONS & FIRST YEAR OF FULL TIME 

BROADCASTING 

 



 

 

o 10.03.84 to 11.03.84 

 

▪ First test transmission 

▪ Caulfield Municipal Council Offices (Town Hall) 

▪ See photos below ??? 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

o 18.08.84 to 24.08.84  

 

▪ Second test transmission 

▪ East Bentleigh Community Hall 



▪ Centre Road Bentleigh 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

o 27.04.85 to 03.05.85 

 

▪ Third test transmission 



▪ 1st floor 445A South Rd Moorabbin 

 

 

 

 



o 01.09.85 to 07.09.85 

 

▪ Fourth test transmission 

▪ South Rd Moorabbin 

▪ Up to 18 hours  

 

 



 
 

 

 

o 24.11.85 to 30.11.85 

 

▪ Fifth test transmission 



 

 

 

 

 

o 05.05.86 to 11.05.86 

 

▪ Sixth test transmission 

 

 

 

 

o 18.08.86 to 24.08.86 

 

▪ Seventh test transmission 

 



 



 

 

o 01.12.86 to 07.12.86 

 

▪ Eighth test transmission 

 



 

 

 

 

o 01.05.87 to 24.05.87 



 

▪ Ninth test transmission 

 

 

o 19.10.87 to 25.10.87 

 

▪ Tenth test broadcast 

 



 

 

 

 

o 30.01.88 to 05.02.88 



 

▪ Eleventh test transmission 

 

 

 

 

o 23.05.88 to 29.05.88 

 

▪ Twelfth test transmission 

 



 

 

 

o 11.11.88 to 17.11.88 

 

▪ Thirteenth test transmission  

 



 

 

 

o 24.03.89 (Cancelled / deferred) 

 

▪ Scheduled test transmission cancelled. 

 

 

o 24.07.89 to 13.08.89 

 

▪ Fourteenth test transmission  

 

 



 

o 05.11.90 

 

▪ Test broadcast that may be extended to full time….. and was ….. 

 

 

SAMPLE NEWSLETTERS  

 

- May / June 1985 

 



 

 



 

 

- Nov 1985 

 



 

 

- No 10 Jan / Feb 1986 

 

 



 

 

- No 11 March / April 1986 

 



 

 

- No 12  

 

 



 



 

 

 

- No 13 July / August 1986 

 

 



 



 

 

 

- No 15 Oct 1986 

 



 

 

 

THE BROADCAST LICENCE APPLICATION 



o  

 
The purpose of the application 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

- SFM PERSONALITIES  

 

o David Andrew (as at 1990) 

 



 

 

 
 

o Bill Bennett (as at 1990) 

 



 
 

 

o David Boag (as at 1990) 

 

 

 



 
 

o Bronwyn Brice (as at 1990) 

 

 

 

 

o John (Jack) Burgesson  

 



 
 

 

o Scott Cameron (as at 1990) 

 

 

 



 

 

o Peter Freeland (as at 1990) 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

o Dom Iacono 



 

 

o David Johnson (as at 1990) 

 



 

 

o Jenny Jones (as at 1990) 

 

 
 

o Wally Merek 

 

o Founder  

o Early program manager 

 

o Geoff Merrill (as at 1990) 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

o Daryl Pitman (as at 1990) 

 

 

 



 

 

o Mark Rabich (as at 1990) 

 

 

 
 

o Annie Sefky (as at 1990) 

 



 

 

o Anton Vanderlely (as at 1990) 

 

 
 

o Peter Weisner 

 



 
 

▪ Founder 

▪ Technical  

 

 

David Andrew 30.09.2020 


